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We would request those who send m country newspapers, wishing us to 
read particular paragraphs, to mark the passage, by cutting a slip 
in the paper near -it. 

Musical Contributions.— Jfefafte (his opportunity of thanking many 
of our friends for their kindness in offering us musical compo- 
sitions for publication, but it is right to state that it would be 
quite inconsistent with our arrangements to entertain any offer of 
this nature. 



Brief £hrmricle of the last ilonth. 



Adelaide, Victoria. — A concert was given by the Sa- 
cred Harmonic Society of Adelaide on the 24th of August. 
This society, which is patronized by the Bishop of Adelaide 
and the Rev. Mr. Gardner, as president and vice-president, 
has continued to improve most materially since its forma- 
tion, and the music on this occasion, which was of a miscel- 
laneous description, was remarkably well performed. Mr. 
J. W. Daniell was the conductor, and Mr. Chapman 
leader. 

Alnwick. — The seventh concert of the Amateur Cho- 
ral Society was held in the Town Hall, on the 23rd of 
November. The first part was sacred, and the second 
secular. Mr. Benjamin Thompson, conductor; Miss 
Thew accompanied on the pianoforte, and Mr. George 
Reasy on the harmonium. 

Atherton, Lancashire. — The members of the Atherton 
Choral Society, under the able conductorship of Mr. P. 
Manley, are untiring in their exertions to resuscitate this 
once famed musical district by frequent meetings for prac- 
tice, which are held alternately at Atherton, Astley, 
Tyldesly, Leigh, and Westoughton, each district furnishing 
its quota of valuable members towards making the society 
one of an interesting character. The two concerts already 
given have been highly successful, which augurs well onihe 
part of the public for their willingness to promote and en- 
courage the undertaking. 

Barnsley.— On the 29th of October the West Riding 
Trade Protection Society held their annual meeting in this 
town, Sir Peter Fairburn, Knight, Mayor of Leeds, in the 
chair. Several members of the Barnsley Glee Society were 
present, including Messrs. Garner, Ashworth, Hewitt, and 
Brook, with Mr. J. W. Asquith as pianist and conductor ; 
the selection consisted of part-songs, glees, and madrigals, 
which were sung with correctness, and in an effective 
style, and were ably accompanied, by Mr. Asquith upon 
the piano ; a solo played by that gentleman received an 
encore. 

Barnes.— The members of the West Surrey Choral 
Union held their first meeting for the season, on the 13th 
of November, in the Boys' National School-room, Barnes, 
under the direction of W. G. Stevens, organist of St. 
Mary's Church. Arrangements for performing at con- 
certs are now being considered by the society. 

Bedford. — On the 28th of October the opening of a 
new organ took place at Trinity Church, when sermons 
were preached and special musical services performed. 
The organ is a fine-toned instrument, built by Mr. J. W. 
Walker of London, and was shewn greatly to advantage 
by the efficient manner in which several of Mendelssohn's 
grand Sonatas were performed by the organist, Mr. P. H. 
Diemer. The anthems were, " I know that the Lord is 
great," by Sir F. G. Ouseley, Bart, (from the Musical 
Times), and " Sing we merrily," by Dr. Crotch,which were 
executed in a pleasing manner. 

Birmingham. — A performance of Haydn's Creation was 
given by the Festival Choral Society at the Town Hall on 
the 28th of October. The principal vocalists were Miss 
Whitham, Mr. Wilbye Cooper, and Mr. Branden ; leader, 
Mr. H. Hayward ; organist, Mr. Stimpson ; and conductor, 
Mr. W. C. Stockley. The band and chorus consisted of 
250 performers. A very large audience assembled on the 
occasion, and the oratorio was well executed throughout. 



— The members of the Birmingham Musical Union gave 
their opening concert at Dee's Royal Hotel, on the 8th 
ult., to a crowded audience, and with a success that must 
have been highly gratifying to the projectors of the Union. 
From the marked interest taken by the audience, it is 
evident that really good and classical music is much 
relished by a considerable portion of the musical public of 
this town. The programme consisted of several excellent 
compositions by Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, and Mendels- 
sohn, which were admirably performed by Messrs. Hay- 
ward, Wallerstein, Duchemin, Flavell, and Lidell ; and 
two songs, very gracefully sung by Miss Armstrong. 

Bradford. — The choir of the Parish Church Sunday 
School gave a concert in the School-room, Stott Hill, on 
the 28th of October. Conductor.'Mr. G. F. Sewell ; organ 
and pianoforte, Mr. J. Mitchell. The concert was very 
successful. 

Brighton. — Mr. Thomas Porter (from Oxford) has 
been appointed organist of St. Mary's Chapel. 

Brierlt Hill. — A concert of sacred music took place 
on the 25th of October, at the National Schoolrooms, in 
connection with the United Brothers' Assurance Company. 
The compositions performed were from the principal 
oratorios. Mr. W. Mainwaring was the conductor, and 
Mr. J. Hingley led the band. 

Bridgwater. — The re-opening of the organ at St. 
John's Church, took place on the 26th of October. The 
instrument has undergone considerable improvement, by 
Mr. Ball, of Bridgewater. The choir was reinforced by 
numerous singers, and Mr. John Ford presided at the 
organ, and exhibited its powers with great skill and 
taste. An amateur concert was given in the evening, at 
the Clarence Assembly Room, for the benefit of the Infir- 
mary ; the singers acquitted themselves most satisfactorily. 

Brixton. — The Amateur Musical Society gave their 
first concert of the present season on November the 10th, 
at the Institution, to a numerous audience. The pro- 
gramme included some of the choicest instrumental works 
of the great masters, all of which were played in first-rate 
style. Miss Susannah Cole, and Mr. J. W. Morgan were 
engaged as the solo vocalists. 

Brockmoor. — A soiree was held on the 25th of Octo- 
ber, at Brockmoor, on behalf of the St. John's National 
Schools, when more than 200 sat down to tea, after which 
a concert was given, which afforded much pleasure to the 
audience. Mr. J. W. C. Johnson was the conductor. 

Burslem. — On the 8th of November, there was a per- 
formance at the Town Hall, consisting of " Reading and 
Music for the People," J. Macintyre, Esq. in the chair. 
The singers were Miss Downing, and Mr. Chetwynd ; Mr. 
McCreery and Mr. Capey gave some very interesting 
readings from the " Pickwick Papers," " Little Jim," &c. 
Mr. Rowes Bruce performed various selections of music 
during the evening, and Mr. Hulme accompanied upon 
the pianoforte. 

CecilUn Society.— Mendelssohn's oratorio, the Elijah, 
was performed on the 26th of October by the above Society, 
who engaged Miss H. Mackenzie, Miss Fordham, Mis6 
Boden, Mr. J. W. Morgan (of Rochester Cathedral), and 
Messrs. Beardwell and Harold, as principal vocalists. Mr. 
J. G. Boardman conducted as usual. 

Cheltenham.— The first of a series of three classical 
Soirees, announced by Signora Montign'ani, took place on 
the 10th of November, at the Montpellier Rotunda, which 
was specially decorated for the occasion. A very large 
audience were assembled, and the music was admirably 
executed. The performance of Signora Montignani upon 
the pianoforte, deserved and obtained the highest praise. 

Colne. — Mr. Binn's first concert of the season was 
given in the Cloth Hall, Colne, on the 4th of November. 
The principal vocalists were Mrs. Sunderland, Miss 
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Eastwood, of Colne, and Master Mullen, of Bradford. 
Mr. R. Earnshaw accompanied on the piano in a very 
efficient manner. The choir of twenty voices was selected 
from Mr. Binn's class, and performed glees, part-songs, 
&c, with an effect which showed that great pains had 
been taken with their practice. 

Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate Street. — On Thursday 
evening, Nov. 18, an organ performance was given by 
Mr. T. C. Beynolds, (Organist of St. Mary, Spring Grove, 
and late of St. Bride's, Fleet Street), with illustrative re- 
marks by the Bev. J. W. Laughlin; the programme 
comprised selections from Handel, Mendelssohn, Herold, 
&c, and was executed in a most masterly style. 

Crystal Palace. — The Great Handel Commemoration 
of June, 1859, is now closely occupying the attention of the 
Committee of The Sacred Harmonic Society, as well as 
the officers of tiie Crystal Palace Company. The Society, 
as before, undertakes the musical arrangements, and is 
already preparing the list of performers for this unparalleled 
musical display. The publicity given to the 1857 Festival, 
and the wide-spread renown it gained, have already enor- 
mously increased the number of applicants anxious to 
take part in the orchestra. Not only from thi3 country, 
but also from various parts of the continent, offers of 
service are daily reaching Exeter Hall. The choral re- 
hearsals preparatory to the Festival, will commence early 
in December, and it is intended to continue them at regu- 
lar intervals throughout the winter and spring, so that by 
June next (when the Festival is fixed to take place), the 
entire choir may be in the most perfect order. The acous- 
tic arrangements considered requisite to render the Great 
Transept of the Crystal Palace as favourable for the trans- 
mission of sound as the most perfect Music Hall, have 
received careful attention. In this respect comparatively 
little, of an expensive character, requires to be done. 
The experience gained at the large music meetings and 
other celebrations held in the Handel Orchestra, has so 
clearly indicated the course to be taken, that no uncertainty 
now exists regarding the suitability of the Great Transept 
of the Crystal Palace for the Musical Congress of 1859. 
As regards the Handel Festival, therefore, complete suc- 
cess may be looked for. 

Frome. — The Sacred Harmonic Society gave a per- 
formance of the Messiah, with full band accompaniments, 
for the benefit and opening of the New Mechanics' Hall, 
on November 18th, by an orchestra of 110 performers. 
The music was executed with great spirit and effect. 
The professional vocalists were Mr. and Mrs. Pyne, and 
Mr. Bell, of Bath, Mrs. Howell, of Trowbridge, Mr. Yates, 
of Bristol, and Mr. Pool, of Cambridge. Mr. Morgan, 
organist of the Chantry Church, near Frome, officiated as 
conductor. 

Hackney. — Mr. Stevens (organist of the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Hackney Koad) gave a concert at Albion Hall 
(London Wall) on the 4th ult. The programme comprised 
Mozart's Twelfth Mass, glees, overtures, choruses, &c, 
with orchestral accompaniment. The music on this occa- 
sion was rendered with spirit and intelligence. Leader, 
Mr. McRorie ; organist, Mr. H. Goodyear ; conductor, 
Mr. Charles Isaac Stevens. Principal singers, Miss 
Hipper, Miss Riseam, Messrs. J. and W. Robinson. The 
hall was densely crowded, and many went away disap- 
pointed at not being able to obtain admission. 

Hammersmith. — A musical society has been lately 
formed at the Mechanics' Institute, at Hammersmith, 
which is in a fair way to gain success. The strenuous 
efforts of the managers are deserving of the highest praise. 

Hebden Bridge. — On Saturday, Nov. 6th, a concert 
was given in the Foster Mill School-room, under the 
patronage of the clergy, magistrates, and gentry of the 
neighbourhood, by the Elocution Class of the Mechanics' 
Institute, assisted by the Hebden Bridge Glee and Madri- 
gal Society, Miss Tankard and Mr. Eckersly, of the 
Halifax concerts, as principal vocalists, and Mr. fickersly's 
overture band. The concert was highly successful. 



Huddersfield. — The Parish Church Choir gave a mis- 
cellaneous concert, at the Philosophical Hall, on the 4th 
ult. The principal vocalists were Misses Hirst and 
Crossland, and Messrs. T. Netherwood, J. Gledhill, and 
R. Garner, all of whom acquitted themselves very credit- 
ably, Mr. Charles Halle elicited the warmest applause 
for his performance on the pianoforte, and Mr. Parratt 
gratified the audience by the execution of several pieces 
on the new patent Pedalier, by Messrs. Pleyel, Wolff, and 
Co., of Paris. This instrument, which was from the 
music warehouse of Mr. R. Mellor, was greatly admired 
for its rich, full tone, and superior mechanism. 

Huddersfield. — At a special general meeting of the 
members of the Huddersfield Choral Society, held at the 
Queen Hotel, on the 12th of November, Mr. Burton, 
organist of the Leeds parish church, and chorus master at 
the late Leeds Musical Festival, was unanimously ap- 
pointed conductor of the society, in the place of the late 
Mr. James Battye. 

Kilkenny. — The third concert of the Kilkenny Har- 
monic Society took place on the 27th of October, and 
passed off with great eclat. There was a very large 
gathering of the inhabitants, and the Athenaeum was 
crowded on the occasion. The performance, which chiefly 
consisted of glees and madrigals, was well received, and 
the society deserve great praise for their laudable efforts 
towards the cultivation of musical talent. Miss Phelan, 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Ranelow, and Mr. Molyneux, were the 
principal performers. 

Leicester Popular Concerts. — This series com- 
menced for the season, on the 25th of October, at the New 
Music Hall, under the direction of Mr. Henry Nicholson. 
The vocalists were Miss Julia Bleaden and Mr. Sansome ; 
Solo instrumentalists, Messrs. Alfred and Henry Nichol- 
son, J. A. Smith, and Selby. The attendance was good, 
and the performance gave great satisfaction. A new 
choral society has just been established here, and it 
is intended to give performances of some of the works of 
the great masters during the season. 

Liverpool. — Mr. Reynolds's first Monday Evening 
People's Concert took place at St. George's Hall, on the 
25th of October. The vocalists were Miss Lavine, Mrs. 
Joseph Skeaf (late Miss Lucy Gaskill), Mrs. G. Keef, 
Mr. G. F. Wilson, and Signor De Braunhelder; solo 
cornet-a-piston, Mr. G. A. W. Phillips ; solo flute, Mr. 
Young; solo grand organ, Mr. Best. Mr. Joseph Skeaf, 
jun. conducted. — The second vocal performance of the 
Vocal Union took place on the 3d of November, when the 
Messiah was given in a very satisfactory style. Mr. Best 
presided at the organ, and ably supplied the want of an 
orchestra. The principal singers were Miss Witham, 
Mrs. Winterbottom, Mr. Inkersall, and Mr. Scacisbrick. 
The strength of the society seems to lie in the choruses, 
which were given with so much intelligence and good 
taste, that they elicited general approbation. Mr. Ann- 
strong was the conductor. 

Musical Appointment.— Mr. Thomas Bailey, deputy 
organist of the Limerick Cathedral, and formerly organist 
of the Roman Catholic Chapel, Huddersfield, has lately 
been appointed organist to the Roman Catholic Cathedral, 
Cashel, Limerick. 

Oundle.— On the 12th ult, the members of the Choral 
Society, presented their Precentor, Mr. F. King, with 
a neatly chased silver snuff box, as a testimonial of their 
high esteem for him, and also for his untiring efforts on 
behalf of the society. 

Regent's Square. — The soiree for the inauguration of 
the Scotch Church Sacred Music Association, was held on 
the 23d ult., in Winchester Hall, Pentonville. The asso- 
; ciation sung several pieces from Novello's Musical Times, 
j which were rendered in a manner reflecting the highest 
| credit on their able conductor, Mr. John Arnot. The 
: Rev. Dr. Hamilton filled the chair, and addresses on the 
) (Continued on page 357 J 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— Decembeb 1, 1858, 



357 



Brief Chronicle — continued from page 352. 

subject of psalmody reform were delivered by Dr. M'Cree 
and others. The hall was well filled, and all seemed 
pleased with the evening's entertainment. 

Rochester. — The annual Choral Festival, in aid of the 
Choir Benevolent Fund, took place in the Cathedral, on 
the 21st ult. The fund was established some years ago 
for the benefit of the lay clerks of the several cathedral 
choirs, Her Majesty, the Prince Consort, and most of 
the bishops being among the patrons. The choir and nave 
were densely crowded by many thousand persons. As 
these are the only occasions that the promoters of the 
undertaking have of appealing to the public for support, 
means are taken to give increased effect to the musical 
service. In addition to the vocal strength of Rochester 
Cathedral, the united choirs of the Chapel Royal, St. 
George's Chapel, Windsor, St. Paul's, Westminster Abbey, 
and Canterbury Cathedral, were present on the occasion to 
assist at the festival, and the effect of such a number of 
voices joining in the musical portion of the service was 
peculiarly grand. After the service had concluded, 
a number of anthems, chiefly by the earliest English, 
composers, were sung by the united choirs. Mr. J. Hop- 
kins, the organist of the cathedral, ably presided at the 
organ. The collection made at the doors in aid of the 
fund amounted to the sum of £158, including several 
donations. 

Reunion des Arts. — The first Soire Musicale of the 
season took place at the rooms in Harley Street, Caven- 
dish Square, on the 10th ult., when the principal per- 
formers were Miss E. Armstrong, Miss Gerard, Miss 
Jefferys, Messrs. R. Paget, Goffrie, Daubert, and Goll- 
mick; conductors, Messrs. Gollmick and Leymeyer. A 
number of talented artists have been engaged for the 
winter series. 

Scarborough. — On the 8th of November, Mr. R. Tur- 
ner, organist of Christ Church, gave his annual concert in 
the town hall, and was honoured by a numerous and 
fashionable audience. Miss Maria Wilson, and Messrs. 
Plowman, Hird, Hudson, and Holmes, from the Institu- 
tion for the Blind, York, were the artists engaged. 

SmrTON-UNDER-WYCHWooD. — The ninth open meeting 
of the Church Choral Society was held at the National 
School-room on the 18th of November; conductor, Mr. 
W. M. Biirch. The programme was well selected, and 
the music carefully performed. 

Southwark. — A concert of vocal music was given 
on Friday, October 22nd, in the school-room, Mansfield 
Street, by a class instituted on the Tonic Sol Fa system. 
The programme consisted of the following madrigals and 
glees, from the Musical Times:— "The Silver Swan," 
" The Red Cross Knight," and " Blow, blow thou winter 
wind ; " and from the Messiah, " Behold the Lamb of 
God," and the " Hallelujah Chorus." The pieces were 
all given very effectively, and were warmly applauded j 
Mr. R. K. Wilson was conductor. The design of the 
concert was to show the adaptation of the Tonic Sol Fa 
method of teaching singing to the ordinary musical 
notation. 

Stratford (Essex). — The third season of the Stratford 
Choral Society, held at the Brickfields Chapel, was in- 
augurated on the 11th of November, when the chapel was 
quite filled, upwards of 300 persons being present. The 
concert, which included anthems by Croft, Himmel, 
Novello, &c„ and selections from the Messiah, St. Paul, 
The Creation, and Mendelssohn's 95th Psalm, was of 
a very satisfactory character, the chorusses being given 
with precision and effect, a result to which the efficient 
performance of Miss Biddle, on the harmonium, greatly 
contributed. Conductor, W. Colman. 

St. Martin's Hall. — This music hall, has, during 
the recess, undergone extensive alterations and improve- 
ments, for the purpose of affording increased accommoda- 



tion to the public and to the performers. They embrace 
the erection of a new orchestra, the decoration of the hall, 
the introduction of new stall seats, and the opening of an 
entrance to the hall, in Wilson Street, at the North of the 
building. These alterations were much needed, and we 
can truly state that they have been carried out in a most 
efficient manner. Last season the hall was positively no 
better in appearance than a large barn, and had a very 
dirty and uncomfortable look. This was the more to 
be lamented, since it has always been acknowledged that 
the acoustic qualities of the building were remarkably 
good, and no place could be better adapted to the require- 
ments of a large concert. The decorations of the great 
hall have now been carried out in conformity with the 
original intentions of the proprietor. The painting and 
decorations are polychromatic, and harmonising with the 
architectural design of the building. The ceiling is 
elaborately ornamented, the prevailing colours being red, 
blue, white, and green. The pannels are covered with an 
Elizabethan design, in white, while the mouldings are 
decorated with broad bands of colour, broken by the intro- 
duction, in parts, of Elizabethan ornaments. The effect 
of the whole is said to present a fine example of an interior 
of the Elizabethan period. By the new door at the 
North of the building, the performers have the advantage 
of their entrance to themselves. The other smaller rooms 
in the building, which are let for concerts, lectures, &c, 
have also been re-decorated and greatly improved. Mr. 
Hullah's series of monthly concerts commenced at this 
hall, on Wednesday, the 17th of November, when Men- 
delssohn's oratorio, St. Paul, was given. The principal 
singers were Madlle. Maria de Villar, Madlle. Behrens, 
Mr. Arthurson, Mr. H. Barnly, and Mr. Santley. Madlle. 
de Villar, who sang all the soprano part in the oratorio, 
has a voice of great richness and power in the upper regis- 
ter, she would, no doubt, execute some music remarkably 
well, and she certainly deserved much praise for her per- 
formance of Jerusalem, but the music generally is beyond 
her powers, particularly the recitatives. Madlle. Behrens 
made her first appearance in the contralto part, and 
was altogether successful ; her voice is of excellent 
quality, and she sung with taste, judgment, and feeling. 
She is likely to become a favourite with the public. Mr. 
Arthurson, the tenor, also made his first appearance, but 
as we are told he was extremely nervous, and therefore 
unable to exhibit his full powers, it will be better not to 
give any opinion upon his performance : to all appear- 
ance, the part was too high for him. Mr. Santley sung 
the principal bass music in his usual careful and intelli- 
gent style, and Mr. H. Barnby, in the second bass part 
was effective. The chorus consisted of Mr. Hullah's first 
singing school, and much of the music they sung with 
great spirit, but it would not be fair to criticise too closely 
the performance by amateurs of so difficult an oratorio as 
St. Paul, particularly as this was their first public exhibi- 
tion of the season. A little dilligent practice under Mr. 
Hullah's admirable system will be of great use to them. 

Sunderland. — The first concert of the Sunderland 
Glee Club was given on the 10th ult., at the large hall of 
the Athenasum, which was filled to overflowing. Great 
precision, steadiness, and expression were observable in 
the choruses, evidently the result of diligent practice and 
correct taste. Mr. W. T. Lee, Miss Lowe, and Mr. 
R. De Lacy assisted in the accompaniments, and Mr. 
Pearson conducted. 



ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY'S MOTETT CHOIR. 
— The First Meeting will be held at S. Martin's Hall, 
on Thursday, the 9th Dec, at 8 t.m. A Mass by Anerio, 
and other specimens of Ecclesiastical Music, will be performed. 
Tickets, 2s. each. Season tickets, available for the three 
meetings, two for 10s. To be had at the Hall, and of 
Novello, Dean-street, Soho ; Masters, Bond-street; Hayes, 
Lyall-place ; Hughes, Curzon-street. 

H. L. JENNER, LL.B., Hon. Sec. 



